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To  the  Chairman  and  Memb; rs, 

BRIERFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
No.  1/54  Interim  Report  on  the  lines  of  the  1951  Report 
is  presented  for  this  year*  It  includes  only  essential  or 

urgent  matters,  which  have  affected  public  Health  during  the 
year.  AI4  records  and  statistics  are  being  preserved  so  that 
the  Annual  records  may,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  continuous 
and  complete* 


I have  pleasure,  therefore,  in  submitting  for  your 


consideration  the  following  interim  report  on  the  Health, 
Sanitary  Conditions  and  Public  Health  Administration  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Brierfield  for  the  year  ended  December  31st 

1953. 


I am.  Gentlemen 


~3rvant 


medical  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


STATIST  ICS  MD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1953  according  to 
the  Rate  Book  was  2,530,  the  rateable  Value  being  £44., 698  and  the 
sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  being  £187. 

The  social  conditions  were  genercilly  quite  good.  The  chief 
industry  is  Cotton  weaving,  with  a small  amount  of  Spinning  and 


Dyeing. 


POPULATION, 


BIRTHS. 


INFAI-'JTILE 

MORTALITY. 


NEC -NATAL 

Mortality. 


VITAL  STATISTICS* 

The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  mid  1953  is  6891* 

99  live  births  belonging  to  the  District  occurred 
during  1953  follows 

Males  Females  Total 

Live  Births  (Legitimate)  52  42  94 

(illegitimate.)  1 4 5 

‘ ' " ~4'd  99 


Still  Births  (Legitimate)  - - - 

(illegitimate)  - - - 

Comparative  particulars  with  regard  to  Live  births 

over  the  last  five  years  are  given  in  the 

following  table 

1953  195  ^ 1951  1950  1949^ 


Total  Live  births  99  90  94  9^  lozr 

Crude  Birth  rate  per 

1000  estimated  popln.  14»4  12.9  14*7  12c 6 14o8 

Adjusted  Rate  15e8  (per  ICOO  population) 

(a)  All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  30 

(b)  Legitimate  Infants  per  iCOO 

Legitimate  live  births  30 

(a)  Deaths  of  infants  tinder  4 weeks  of  age  2 

(b)  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  births  20 


Comparative  Particulars  with  regard  to  infant  Mortality  over  the 
last  five  years  are  given  in  the  following  table. 

1952.  1951*  1950.  1949*  1948. 
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MTERNAT^ 

HOTCHILlTr 


r3AT”S 


(a.)  DoatJac  fix>ni  C-hil dhii’fcii  MIL* 

Pregnancy  and  abortion 

(b)  Mortality  Rate  per  1000 
total  (Taro  and  still 
Birt.bs)  NIL. 

89  Peatbs  belonging  to  the  District 


occur-i-ed  during  1953  us 

follows 

Deaths  within  the 

Male 

s Females 

Total 

Urban  District 

27 

29 

56 

Deaths  outside  the 

District  (In  hospitals 

Institutions  etc. ) 

17 

16 

33 

.44 

89 

Comparative  particulars  with 
over  the  last  five  years  are 
following  table:- 

regard  to  deaths 
given  in  the 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

Total  Deaths  89 

90 

130 

104 

98 

Crude  Death  rate 
per  ICOO  estimated 
population  13c 4 

13.1 

16.3 

14.6 

13o9 

Adjusted  Rate  11.9  (per  lOOO  population) 

The  -following  usbl-e  gives  the  ages  at  which  death 
occui'redj  also  the  causes  of  all  deaths  belonging 
to  Brierfield  during  1953. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


Under  1-  5-  15-.  25-  Over 
1 yr.  5.  15  25.  65.  65  TOTAL. 


Pre-Maturity 
Coronary  Thrombosis 
Cfncer 

Cerebral  Thrombosis 

Heart  Disease 

Bronchitis 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Nephritis 

Suicide 

Pneumonia 

Shock  due  to  administration 
of  an  anaesthetic 
Pulmonary  T.B. 

Disseminated  Sclerosis 
Diabetes 
Hypertension 
Congenital  atelectosis 
Peritonitis 
Circulatory  Disease 
Asthma • 

Accident 


1 


1 


7 

7 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


6 

10 

3 

17 

5 

4 

1 


1 


1 

1 


2 

1 

1 


1 

13 

17 

3 

25 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 


3 


1 29  56 


89 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28953071 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1953« 


AGE  PERIOD 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary 

i'Jon-Pulmona 

ry 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulraonary 

M. . 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 - 

1 
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— 
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- 

- 

1 - 

5 

- 

- 

-* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 - 

10 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10  - 

15 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13  - 

25 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

w - 

— 

— 

25  - 

35 

1 

— 

-• 

— 

— 

”* 

35  - 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  “ 

55 

- 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— • • 

44  - 

65 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over 

65 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

5“ 

1 

1 

- 

Cases 

on 

Register  at 

the 

31st 

Decerabei 

LI95I0 

On  the  register  at  the  end  of  December  1953>  there  were 
37  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (27  Pulmonary  and  10  Non-Pulmonary  as 


follows 

5- 

15 

15- 

25. 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

55- 

55- 

65. 

Over 

65 

TOTAL 

Pulmonargr 

Tuberculosis 

8 

8 

2 

4 

4 

1 

27 

NOn-Pulmonary 

Rt.  Knee  Joint 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1, 

Cervical  Glands 

4 

— 

— 

2 

- 

- 

~ 

0 

Legs  (Both) 

- 

- 

- 

i 

— 

- 

1 

Peritoneum 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

“ 

- 

1 

Testis 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

9 

00 

5 

5 

. 1 21 

As  all  these  cases,  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  we  have  no  direct  information  about  the  number  of  cases 
receiving  allowances# 


VENERAL  DISEASE . 


The  nearest  clinic  is  at  Burnley,  and  any  cases  discovered 
are  advised  to  attend  this  clinic* 

ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN, 

There  are  no  social  workers  in  this  area,  but  the  Burnley 
and  District  House  of  Help  does  good  work  in  this  direction. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

This  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory, 

Salus  Street,  Burnley*  During  the  year  there  was  one  specimen  of 
meat-paste  sent  for  DJSmination*  The  result  of  the  examination 
was  ”No  pathogenic  organisms"  found. 


i. 


I «-• 


1 


OTHER  SERVICES. 


The  Lancashire  County  Council  provide  and  maintain  the 
following  services :~ 

AICTLMCE  SERVICE. 


The  Urban  District  is  serviced  by  ambulances  from  the 
Divisional  Ambulance  Station  at  Reedley  and  both  ambulances  and 
fitting  case  cars  are  available o 

Child  7/e  If  are  Service; 


The  Infant  V/elfare  Centre  for  the  Urban  District  is  held  weeklyo 
Under  the  supervision  of  Nurse  Bush^  SoR.N,,  S.C.M.  HoV. 

Midwifery  Service » 

There  is  one  District  midwife  assigned  to  Brierfield  who  is 
resident  within  the  District o 

SUL.1MARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Per  loop  Estimated  PooLilati nn. 
Live  Birih  Death 


Mean-  of  5 years  1948-52 

Rate 

14.1 

RsTte’ 

T'1  o~o 

Year  1952 

12.9 

13. 1 

IB.A 

Year  1953 

14  0 4 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1953 
on  5 years  average  1948-52 

*3 

- 1,1 

Previous  year 

+1.5 

^3 

Rate  of  Deaths 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Per  1000 

Per  1000 

of  infants 

Live  Births 

Live  and 

Under  i yr 

Mean  of  5 years  I948-52 

Still  births 

per  3.000  live 
birrhs, 

20.2 

Year  1952 

22o0 

30  oO 

9o  8 

Year  1953 

— 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1953 
on  5 years  average  I948-52 

Previous  year 

•*  8.0 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING-  THE  YEAR. 


DISEASE  Total 

cases  at 
all  ages 

Under  1- 
1 yp.  3 

- 3- 
. 5- 

- 5“  lo-  15-  25~ 
. 10  15.  25.  65. 

V. 

over 

Total 
case  s 
Rem  < d 
to 

Hosp- 

ital 

Deaths  in 
Hospital  of 
Persons 
Belonging  to 
the  District 

Pneumonia  5 

- 

1 

1 

- 1 - 

2 

1 

1 

Measles  78 

1 

17 

32 

28 

e - - 

•M* 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- - - 

1 

^Vhooping  Cough3 

- 

1 

2 

~ 

— — — 

a. 

- , 

Food  Poisoningl 

- 

— 

- - 1 

92 

1 19  38  30  - 1 1 

2 

2 

1 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


BRIERFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sanitary,  Clenasing  & Sewage  Committee;-  Chairman  Councillor 
T,  Birtwhistle,  Vice-Chairman,  Councillor  H.  Parker,  Councillors 
J,  Edmondson  JoPo,  Co  Lindow,  Atkinson,  Ho  Berry,  Wo  Buckworth, 

Ro  Kinder,  Ro  Kinfe,  H*  Twist,  I.  Wilkinson,  Wo  vailiams  J.P, 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  Dr,  A.  Barlow. 

^ual  if  i cat  ion  s * - M . B r Ch*  B c 

Ps-i’t  time  Practitioner  & Treasury  M.O. 

Sanitary  Inspector.  Be  Duerdeno  M.R.  S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certificate  R.S.I,  and  S.I.E.J.B. 

Certificate  R, S.I.  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  & Foods. 
Certificate  RoSoJo  Smoke  Inspection, 

City  & Cuilds  Certificate  in’ Boilerhouse  Practice. 
City  and  Cuilds  Certificate  Sanitary  Engineering. 

All  normal  Sanitary  Inspector's  Dutieso 

Brierfield  is  supplied  with  a constant  supply  of 
water  from  the  mains  of  Nelson  Corporation,  and 
there  were  no  new  sources  of  supply  during  the 
year.  The  water  is  of  good  quality  and  in  good 
supply,  apart  from  a few  houses  in  the  Marsden 
Heights  area,  where  the  supply  is  intermittent 
and  a few  houses  in  various  streets  where, 
probably  the  joint  service  pipes  are  toe  smallo 
All  the  dwelling  houses  within  the  District  with 
one  exception  are  supplied  direct  from  Public 
Mains.  The  one  exepetion  consists  of  a farm 
dwelling  situated  a considerable  distance  from  the 
Public  Mains;  and  is  supplied  by  spring-water. 
During  the  year  a considerable  amount  of  work  was 
done  in  re- servicing  of  terraced  property  where 
the  public  supply  was  inadequate.  Ten  rows  of 
houses  involving  some  seventy— four  dwellings  were 
re-serviced  by  Nelson  Water  Department  in 
conjunction  with  this  authority. 

Supplies  to  houses  No.  of  Houses  SuppJ.ied 

Direct  from  Public  MaTns  2529. 

Extension  of  v;ater  New  Mains  were  laid  to  the  new  Parson  Clough 
Mains  during  the  Housing  Estate  now  in  construction. 

Year. 

Water  Sampling. 

(a)  Public  Supply.  No.  of  Bacteriological  Examinations.  4 

Results.  (Tvjo  samples  were  satisfantnr»v  but  in 
the  other  two  cases  small  B.  Coli 
counts  were  reported.  The  Water  Dept, 
were  informed  of  the  results  of  these 
samples. 

(b)  j I'lvat^  Su.p/)}y  ..  No.  of  Bacteriological  Examinations.  4 

Results.  Three  samples  satisfactory  and  in 

one  sample  small  B.Coli  Counts  were 
reported. 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  Sewage  is  carried  by  graT^by  feed  to  the 

Disposal  Works  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  District 
Treatment  is  by  means  of  screens,  detritus  tanks, 
sedimentation  tanks,  rotary  filters  and  humus 
tanks,  the  effluent  from  the  works  is  discharged 
into  Pendle  Water. 


Qualifications ;- 

Dutie  s. 

Water  Supplies;- 
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Sewage  Disposal  (Cent,)  New  Extentions  of  sewers  were  laid  to 

Parson  Clough  Housing  Estate,  and  in  addition  two 
open  water  courees  were  cul verted  in;  during  the  year 


Closet  Accommodatiopc 


No, 

of  Privy  Middens« 

1. 

No, 

of  pail  Closetss  (At  isolated  dwellings) 

7 

No  a 

of  Waste  Water  Closets, 

1774 

V rt 

of  Fresh  Water  Ciosotso 

1C  99 

Conversions  during  the  year. 

No,  of  Pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  to  Fresh  Water 
No,  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system. 

closets 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District.  Conversion  ( 

1 

21 

2524 


Water  olosetsc 


Scavenging,  This  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour  with  a two  ton 
"Bedford"  tipping  waggon.  Domestic  refuse  was 
collected  weekly  free  of  charge  from  private  Rouses, 
shops  and  mills  and  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
on  the  Council’s  Tip, 


No.  of  Movable  Ash-bins,  2795® 


Salvage  V7ork,  Salvage  work  has  been  m-aintained  and  the  following 

amounts  of  materials  were  salvaged  during  the  year. 


Weights. 

Material „ 

A'li  -j.int 

Real 

i s a vi 

T.  C. 

Q. 

lbs. 

£, 

d. 

109.  19. 

2, 

0 0. 

Waste  Paper 

753® 

8. 

')  a 

2,  12, 

2. 

Q. 

Kitchen  Waste, ^ 

10. 

12, 

3o 

9,  3* 

3. 

0* 

Scrap  Metal 

70, 

17  c 

4. 

-■3_3®  3> 

0. 

18, 

Rags. 

36, 

2, 

5, 

(2  (Collection  of 

154.  18. 

3. 

18. 

Kitchen  Waste  was 

871, 

0, 

3. 

discontinued  from  May) 

For  Comparison  purposes  the  statistics  relating 
to  the  last  four  years  are  set  out  as  follows:-* 


Year 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 


Weight  of 

Salvage 

Total 

Revenue 

T,  C. 

Q, 

£. 

s.  d. 

256.  7c 

2. 

1159. 

0,  5. 

260.  4. 

1. 

1132. 

2,  4. 

205.  13. 

0. 

2059. 

15.  6. 

134.  2, 

0 

1265. 

10.  3. 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  1953  (Including  housing). 


No.  of  Premises  visited. 

No,  of  Defects  of  nuisances  discovered 
No,  remedied 

No,  of  Notices  served  (Informal) 

(Statutory) 


857. 

145. 

188. 

131. 

60 


Disinfestation,  There  were  two  houses  disinfested  during  the  year 

for  heavy  cockroach  infestation,  (Gammexane"  Smoke 
Generators  being  used. 


Camping  Sites  & Moveable  Buildings, 


There  is  one  caravan  licensed  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  situated  in  the  District,  This  is  of 
modem  type  and  quite  satisfactorily  maintained. 
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HOUSING, 


Ccrclltlons*  The  Majority  of  the  houses  are  in  terraces,  stone 

built  from  30  to  70  years  old.  The  later  types 
are  brick  built  and  mainly  semi-detached.  Many  are 
owner/oocupied  and  M^ell  maintained* 

traditional  permanent  houses  and  lO  flats  were 
erected  for  the  local  auhtority  during  the  year.  The 
Parson  Clough  Housing  Estate  now  in  course  of 
erection,  consists  of  29  two  bed- roomed  houses,  five 
of  these  being  completed  during  the  yearo  It  is 
px’oposed  to  build  a furthr- r 16  of  the  two-bedroomed 
type  houses  on  the  Parson  Clough  Estate  during  I954, 

Overcrowdings  'There  were  9 new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 
the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  ^>6  houses  were 
im^wn  to  be  overcrowded  this  effected  52  families  or 
207  persons©  There  were  6 cases  effecting  20  persons 
relieved  during  the  year. 


Houses  required 
to^  all eviate  ever- 
oTnwding, 

It  is  estimated  that  some  8,  four  bed-’roomed  houses  12 
three  bedroomed  house 30  two  bed-noomed  houses  and 
40,  one  bedroomed  houses  a.re  required^  There  ar’e 
however,  approximately  200  houses  in  the  Pistricb’^^ 
(excluding  old  peoples  bungalows)  now  occupied  by  only 
one  person,  many  being  owner/occupiers. 


INSPECTION  AI'JD  .fl'H.-'hf;iSl0N_qE_F00;2P 

Milk  Supply  No,  «f  Dairies.  ;ui  the  District 
No*  of  shops  other  than  Dairies 
retailing  milkf. 


Milk  Sampling, 


of  Te 


Re_sU:L;ts, 


Biologicail 


Methylene  Blue 


10 

10 


9 Negative 
1 Positive 
6 Satisfactory 
4 Unsatisfactory 


Information  was  passed  to  an  adjoining  authority  for  action 
in  respect  of  the  positive  sample  (ibtained  within  the  area,  and  the 
area  Milk  Production  Officer  was  informed  in  respect  of  four 
unsatisfactory  methylene  blue  samples. 


Samples,  4 Ice  Cream  Samples  were  taken  from  manuf acturerc 
and  retailers,  for  Bacteriological  examination 
all  four  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory, 

^cqd  Poisoning.  There  was  one  case  of  food  poisoning  reported 

during  the  year  concerning  Salmonella 
Organisms#  The  foods  involved  were  not 
Discovered, 


Food  Premises.  Number  Food  Premises  by  type  of  business  in  the 

District. 

Type  of  Bus^-ness^  . 


Butchers  and  Meat  Products  Shops  14» 
Fish  and  Chip  shops  6 
Bakehouses.  ^9 
G-reengrocers  ^d  wet  fish  shops  7 
Grocers.  32 


Number  of  premises  where  Ice  cream  is  manufactured  or  sold:*-  25 
(13  are  other  shops) 

Inns,  10 


ether  food  premises  including  clubs,  canteens  and  snackbars.  20 


Number  of  Food  premises  regiatered  under  Sec.  I4  of  the  Food  and 


Drugs  Act  or  under  Local  Acts. 

Type  of  Business 

No. 

re^gistered 

No.  of  inspect. 

Butchers  & Meat  products. 

13 

of  registered 
premises  during 
the  year. 

Bakehouses 

3 

5 

Other  food  premises 

3 

5 

Premises  where  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured 
or  sold. 

25 

15 

FACTORIES  ACT 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  No. on  register 
1,2, 3, 4 ft  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority.  6. 

-In sptns 

5. 

Written 

Notices 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Sect.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority. 

57.  . 

33^ 

3_ 

TOTAL. 

,63.. 

00 

3., 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

No.  of  Factory  chimneys  in  the  District 

No,  of  observations  taken  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Nuisances  discovered. 

5 

17 

4 

In  every  case  where  excessive  smoke  emmissions  occurred,  the 
premises  were  visited  and  the  occupants  notified  and  in  addition 
routine  visits  were  made  to  all  Industrial  Boiler  Plants  in  the 
District. 


RDDENT  CONTROL. 


Poison  Treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewage  system  was  carried  out 
twice  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  the  following  infested 
properties  were  treated  by  the  Rodent  Operator. 

Local  Authority  Dwelling  Business 

Property,  Houses  Premise Sn 


8 


15 


5. 
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